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This year's theme of the class Participative Learning in the Region, conducted by Prof. Mikako Mizuno and Prof. Neda Firfova was  Online 
Participation in Cultural Events in Nagoya. It was meant to explore art, theatre, and music-related events within the city of Nagoya and the 
approaches these events are considering during the Covid 19 pandemic. Ultimately, the class had for its aim to activate students into re-
searching innovative on-line participation in culture and art as active participants, but also to explore the possibilities of applying that new 
knowledge in student-to-student event productions. 
 
 




The class Participative Learning in the Region（地域連携参加
型）in the previous year explored art and culture-related events 
and sites within the city of Nagoya. By analyzing whether the 
events were providing legible and communicable information to-
wards both local and foreign audiences while using Japanese, Eng-
lish, and other languages, the class provided a context for discus-
sion of the democratic distribution of information, through those 
cultural events and sites. 
Due to the Covid 19 pandemic, the class syllabus needed to be re-
designed and no physical participation in events or walks in the city 
could be carried out during 2020. Therefore, our new class syllabus 
aimed at on-line participation in art- and culture-related events in 
Nagoya. The students were to analyze the transformation of partic-




2. General Classes 
 
The two blocks of general classes this year were assigned to two 
guest lecturers. The first guest lecture was carried on by Ken 
Miyata from the Nagoya City Culture Promotion Cooperation. On 
one hand, he emphasized the severity with which theatre-related 
venues in the city suffered during the first lock-down period. On 
another, transformation, diversification, and democratization of the 
events seem to be happening as spaces are being repurposed for 
more comprehensive production possibilities. Participation is be-
coming more diversified with the introduction of on-line possibili-
ties as parallel to the on-site events. 
This new dynamic suggested that the future for theatre-related 
events included both live participation in smaller numbers than 
usual, but also a sense of democratization with the on-line partici-
pation towards a much wider audience than before. This is to in-
clude an audience that cannot afford to travel from more remote 
areas due to physical handicaps, care for small children, or inter-
section of obligations. 
The second guest lecture was by Yuri Yoshida from the Minato-
machi Art Table (MAT) Nagoya, located in the Port of Nagoya 
area. She started the lecture off with an in-depth clarification of 
what her profession as a curator and exhibition coordinator entails, 
including the difficult bureaucratic processes that go into the pro-
duction of site-specific artworks. She then moved on to present the 
students with the history of ASSEMBRIDGE NAGOYA and the 
art initiatives in the port of Nagoya during the previous five years.  
 
Image 1: Performance by musician Kensuke Ide on a boat near the port of Nagoya as 
a part od Soundbridge, ASSEMBRIDGE Nagoya, 2020 































































In the final part of the lecture, she presented the festival's adapta-
tions for the Covid 19 pandemic. Unlike the difficulties of theatre 
venues where space is more closely shared by the audience, the 
organizers of ASSEMBRIDGE—a festival taking place in many 
different venues in the port town— didn't feel a particular need to 
translate the festival into an online format. The festival itself was 
held on-site but some of the performances needed to be reinvented. 
One particular example sums up these efforts very well. That is the 
performance of Ide Kensuke that took place on a boat docked at 
the port, while the audience participated standing on land (Image 
1). 
 
3. From participation to event production 
 
Due to the lack of events and institutions to be physically visited 
in the middle of the pandemic, there was a sense that not only 
should the students study online participation, but also engage in 
the production of their own online events, where they can fulfill 
both roles, participants and performers. That notion was supported 
by the fact that the group lead by Mizuno and Firfova in the Par-
ticipative Learning in the Region class was rather large this year. 
It counted 16 students. Therefore, the students were split into two 
groups, each made up of 8 students, and each instructor was fol-
lowing up with the activities of one of the groups. Prof. Mizuno 
was responsible for the group of The School of Humanities and 
Social Sciences/The School of Economy students (GROUP A) and 
I lead the students from The School of Design and Architecture 
(GROUP B).  
In this stage of the class, the students were to apply their knowledge 
about on-line event participation and create their own group events. 
GROUP A would create and perform an online event in which 
GROUP B will participate, and GROUP B would create and per-
form their event for GROUP A to participate in.  
The 16 students and 2 instructors started collective Zoom meetings 
for each class but then split into two break-out rooms to work on 
their events separately. Once groups were first split, each group 
proceeded to brainstorm ideas for an event that the opposing stu-
dent group would be interested to take part in online. During the 
next two blocks of classes, students were to design the events in 
detail, work on their promotional materials and plan them like 30 
minutes slots. 
The proposals that were produced as online events are as follows: 
GROUP A - “Zoom World Travel and Music Quiz”( ZOOM で行
く！ワールドバーチャルツアー～音楽を添えて～). This 
event commented on the travel bans imposed in Japan and interna-
tionally, and therefore made the participants imagine future travel 
while presenting rare folklore music through an interactive quiz. 
GROUP B - “Color-related Exercise Event”(体カラー元気). This 
event focused on exercise and relaxation, fitting to the new student 
lifestyle which revolves around numerous hours at the computer 
for online classes. The exercises were intersected with color-theory 
explanations, content familiar to GROUP B belonging to The 
School of Design and Architecture, but new to GROUP A. 
 
Image 2: GROUP B Event: performer student (top left) explains the calming efects of 
the color blue between exercises 
Image 3: Using the Zoom background options during a warm-up for the quiz event 
organized by GROUP A  
 
4. In Conclusion 
 
The class Participative Learning in the Region has for its main pur-
pose to give freshmen students a more in-depth knowledge of var-
ious aspects and functions of the City of Nagoya. As it is held 
across the different schools of Nagoya City University it is also a 
unique chance for students of different campuses to leave their ba-
ses, come together, experience participation in the community and 
collaborate from their unique points of educational interest. 
Although this year the original format and class aims were chal-
lenged, with the redefining of what participation can actually 
mean in our current environment and exploring exactly that con-
text, the class subject matter managed to remain engaging for the 
students. Their online event productions closely addressed current 
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